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1. Agency properly rejected bid as nonresponsive
where bidder left bhlank space designated for
mileage charge under solicitation for
automobhile rental.

2. Failure to sign bid continuation sheets does
not render bid nonresponsive where bhidder
indicated intent to be bound by bhid by signing
the bid form in the space provided for that

purpose.,

American International Rent-A-Car (American) protests
the rejection of its bid under solicitation No. R6-3-83-41s,
for automobile rental, issued by the United States Forest
Service, American contends that its bid was improperly
rejected as nonresponsive for failure to enter a slash or a
zero in a blank space provided for hidders to indicate mile-
age charges for automobile rental. American also contends
that all the other bids should he rejected because none of
the other bhidders signed the bid continuation sheets.

We summarily deny the protest.

In similar circumstances, where the bid form provides
space for the hidder to indicate the price of an item and
the bhidder intends no charge, we have required the bidder to
take some affirmative step--such as inserting a zero, the
words "no charge," or dashes--to indicate that the bhidder
was aware of and willing to commit itself to furnish the
goods and services covered by the item in question at no
charge. 48 Comp. Gen. 757 (1969); National Mediation
Board--Request for Advance Decision, B-209037, October 8,
1982, 82-2 CPD 323; Kings Point Mfg. Co., Inc., B-204981,
March 4, 1982, 82-1 CPD 196; Ingersoll-Rand Company,
B-183682, August 13, 1575, 75-2 CPD 107. Here, American's
bid provided no indication of its intent with regard to the
mileage charge for the automobile rental and, therefore, its
bid was properly rejected as nonresponsive.
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American's allegation that the other hids should be
rejected because the bidders did not sign the bid continua-
tion sheets is also denied. Bids must be accompanied by
some evidence of the bidder's intention to be bound by the
bid, so that a valid contract will be effected by the
Government's acceptance of the hid without resort to the
bidder for confirmation of its intention. The usual
expression of the hidder's intent to be bound by the bhid is
the signature of the bidder on the bid form in the space
provided for that purpose. See Bervia Plunk, B-185194,
June 15, 1976, 76-1 CPD 378. Here, the bhidders' signatures
on the bid forms are sufficient to show intent to be bound
by the bids and a failure to sign the continuation sheets
does not render the bhids nonresponsive.

We have reached this decision on the basis of the
protester's initial submission, which indicated, upon
review, that the protest was without legal merit. There-
fore, we have not requested a report from the Forest
Service, Midwest Janitorial Services, Inc., B-208903,
November 9, 1982, 82-2 CPD 429.
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